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set apart for his hobby which was gardening and it was this
gardening that lent zest and savour to his life.

I have pleasure therefore in placing the spinning-wheel be-
fore you, even as a hobby if you will, in order that your life
may have zest and savour, in order that you may find peace and
bliss. It will h$lp you to lead a life of hrahmacharya. Faith is a
thing of great moment in the student-state. There are so many
things which you have to take for granted. You accept them
simply because you get them from your teacher. Some proposi-
tions in geometry, for instance, were very difficult of compre-
hension for me. I took them for granted, and today I not only
can understand them, but can lose myself in the study of
geometry as easily as I can do in my present work. If you have
faith, and ply the wheel, you take it from me that some day
you will admit that what an old man once told you about it
was literally true. No wonder that one learned in the lore
applied the following text from the Gita (2.40) to the spinning-
wheel :

* In this there is no waste of effort; neither is there any
obstacle. Even a little practice of this dharma saves a man
from dire calamity',

Young India, 29-1-1925
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INSTITUTIONS  BEFORE PARENTS
During my Bengal tour I heard the astounding statement
that the inmates of a public institution claimed to prefer the
maintenance of their institution to that of their parents. This
was said to command my approval. If anything I have written
ill fifegfe pages has given any such impression, I apologize to
the readers. I am not conscious of any such guilt. I owe all I
am to my parents. I felt towards them as Shravana is said to
have done towards his parents. So when I heard the statement
it was with the greatest difficulty that I could curb the anger
that was rising in me. The young man who took up the position
was hardly serious about it. But nowadays it has become the
fashion with some young men to adopt the superior attitude and